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		Green transition

		The higher education sector is well placed to address the environmental challenges facing the planet, to support the objectives of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the green transition as well as the European Union’s Green Deal initiative. Many higher education institutions in the EHEA are actively involved in a range of forward-thinking activities in the area of environmental sustainability, both to green their own footprint, and to contribute to their surrounding communities as responsible societal actors. Their experience in this field makes them key in the transition towards carbon neutrality and sustainable societies.

Environmental sustainability and the green transition are central goals of European societies and economies, a key aspect of the SDGs, and therefore an important call for Europe’s universities. EUA has reiterated its commitment to the 2030 Agenda in its Strategic Plan (Priority 1), and its 2030 vision “Universities without Walls”.

EUA engages in initiatives to promote the contribution of the European higher education sector towards carbon neutrality and towards more sustainable European societies and economies. It also works to foster collaboration and peer learning between members and partners in the development of sustainable higher education institutions, with a view to enhance the wider societal impact through education and research, and engagement with society, at local and global levels. Drawing on  a university vision for the European Green Deal, EUA is pursuing these objectives with the support of a dedicated task-and-finish group of university experts.

EUA contributes to making the work of members more visible through data collection and events. It also contributes to European greening policy and instruments, for example by supporting the development of the MSCA Green Charter and by gathering and sharing information on institutions’ approaches and activities in the field of greening.

These efforts are linked to EUA’s work in promoting the role of universities in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as the Association’s role in shaping EU research and innovation programmes.
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			View more
			06 Jul 2022
			EUA response to the European Commission’s New European Innovation Agenda

			The European University Association welcomes the European Commission’s Communication on A New European Innovation Agenda, notably as an overarching innovation agenda is needed to tackle specific bottlenecks which stunt Europe’s innovation performance, and to achieve consistency and effective implementation of the various tools available for this purpose.

		
	
			View more
			15 Mar 2022
			A university vision for the European Green Deal

			A European Green Deal that achieves its purpose must be science-driven, with suitable mechanisms for the provision of scientific advice and the boosting of scientific literacy among citizens and policy makers.
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						A Green Deal roadmap for universities

						Report

						18 Oct 2023
																		The wide-ranging ambitions of the European Green Deal provide a policy framework to integrate the...

												read more						
					
	
												Universities highlight sector’s importance to EU partnership with Latin...

						News

													14 Jul 2023
												The European University Association (EUA) and the Latin American and Caribbean Space for Higher Education (ENLACES) have published a joint statement ahead of a summit between the two regions’ leaders.

The third summit between leaders from the European Union and the Community of Latin American...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Do No Significant Harm, broader implementation in EU R&I programmes remains...

						News

													24 Apr 2023
												The European University Association (EUA) fully supports the environmental objectives outlined in the EU’s sustainable finance taxonomy regulation. However, broadening the application of the Do No Significant Harm principle to all projects under European R&I framework programmes (i.e. Horizon...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Welcome improvements in the New European Innovation Agenda  

						News

													2 Dec 2022
												Today, the Council of the European Union adopted Conclusions on the New European Innovation Agenda. The European University Association (EUA) welcomes this decision and notes the emphasis on a broader range of innovation processes and stakeholders that should have been included in the Agenda from...

												
						view more					
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Leading through disruptive transformations in higher education

						Report

						13 Oct 2022
																		Today, more than ever before, universities are expected to fulfil multiple and increasingly...

												read more						
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Universities as key drivers of sustainable innovation ecosystems

						Report

						24 Mar 2022
																		This report provides in-depth analysis of the results of the first-ever Europe-wide survey on...

												read more						
					
	
												Learning for environmental sustainability: European Commission proposes...

						News

													27 Jan 2022
												On 13 January 2022, the European Commission published a Proposal for a Council recommendation on learning for environmental sustainability. EUA welcomes the initiative as it acknowledges the crucial contribution of education institutions in reaching the objectives of the United Nations' 2030...

												
						view more					
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Greening: a governance, funding and efficiency perspective

						Policy input

						15 Dec 2021
																		Given their education, research and societal missions, universities are important actors in the...

												read more						
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Greening in European higher education institutions

						Report

						16 Sep 2021
																		Higher education institutions are key actors in the transition towards carbon neutrality and...

												read more						
					
	
												Universities in action for the UN 2030 Agenda, 18 January 2022

						Partners news

													19 Jul 2021
												RUS, Rete delle Università per lo Sviluppo sostenible, in partnership with the Italian Pavilion at EXPO 2020 DUBAI and the Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development (ASviS), organise the Forum "Universities in action for the UN 2030 Agenda" on 18 January 2022.

The Forum will be on hybrid...

												
						view more					
					
	
												SDG Watch statement on education for environmental sustainability

						News

													15 Jul 2021
												EUA has joined SDG Watch Europe to provide input into the upcoming European Commission proposal for a Council Recommendation on education for environmental sustainability. The Recommendation will look at challenges for the integration of environmental approaches into education at all levels and...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Online event “European Green Deal Cluster”, 6 – 7 July

						Partners news

													15 Jun 2021
												The European Commission and the European Research Executive Agency (REA) organise the online event “European Green Deal Cluster Event” on 6 and 7 July 2021. Registrations are now open and free of charge.

The event will bring together excellent projects and researchers funded under the Marie...

												
						view more					
					
	
												1st EuroScience Policy Forum “Opening new pathways to knowledge and the...

						Partners news

													20 May 2021
												EuroScience, the European Association for the Advancement of Science and Technology, organises the 1st EuroScience Policy Forum “Opening new pathways to knowledge and the future” on 29 and 30 June. Registrations are now open and free of charge to anyone interested.

The EuroScience Policy Forum...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Aix-Marseille University online conference “Protect our oceans", 16 June

						Partners news

													18 May 2021
												EUA member in France, Aix-Marseille University, organises the online 2021 European Conference “Protect our oceans, the challenge of Europe’s global leadership” on 16 June 2021. The conference will be held in English and French, and registrations are open for free to anyone interested in the...

												
						view more					
					
	
												RECOMS event “Spaces of Possibility", 7 – 11 June, Brussels

						Partners news

													17 May 2021
												RECOMS, Resourceful and Resilient Communities, organises an international conference and exhibition entitled “Spaces of Possibility: communities and places in times of social and environmental uncertainty” on 7 – 11 June in Brussels. Registrations are now open until 30 May.

The “confex”...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Sustainable learning and teaching: EUA Learning & Teaching Thematic Peer...

						News

													19 Mar 2021
												Sustainable learning and teaching was at the centre of the 2020 EUA Learning & Teaching Thematic Peer Groups, which have wrapped up their cycle of work.

Focusing specific issues under this broader topic, the groups have released their reports covering:

Approaches in learning and teaching...

												
						view more					
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Environmental sustainability of learning and teaching

						Report

						19 Mar 2021
																		The 2020 EUA Learning & Teaching Thematic Peer Group on “Environmental sustainability of...

												read more						
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Recognition of professional qualifications

						Briefing

						21 Jan 2021
																		In a wider context marked by the Covid-19 crisis, the transition to a digital and green economy,...

												read more						
					
	
												TU Berlin’s workshop: "Engineers with social and ecological responsibility”,...

						Partners news

													15 Jan 2021
												The Technical University of Berlin (TU Berlin) organises the interactive workshop “Blue Engineering - Engineers with social and ecological responsibility” on 27 January from 14:00 to 15:30 CET. Participation is free of charge and registrations are open until 25 January by email.

The course is a...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Call for interest: European Commission’s Education Climate Coalition

						Partners news

													6 Jan 2021
												The European Commission has launched the Education Climate Coalition, an initiative of the European Education Area which aims to promote the green and digital transitions of education and training throughout the European Union.

Education institutions of all levels are encouraged to make a...

												
						view more					
					
	
												KEPA organises the 13th International Conference on Energy and Climate Change

						Partners news

													17 Jun 2020
												The Energy Policy and Development Centre (KEPA) of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens in Greece organises the 13th International Conference on Energy and Climate Change on 7-9 October 2020, with the 7th Green Energy Investments Forum taking place on the first day.

Last year, the...

												
						view more					
					
	
																				
																									EUA Annual Conference webinar #3: Making a difference through partnerships

												Video

						30 Apr 2020								
												view more
											
	
												DENSYS’s call for proposal: Topics for the challenge-based module

						Partners news

													10 Apr 2020
												The Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree DENSYS invites DENSYS consortium partners, academic associated partners and industrial partners to propose topics for the challenge-based module before 15 May 2020.

The challenge-based module is one of the highlights of the pedagogic programme of DENSYS,...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree "Decentralised Smart Energy Systems" - DENSYS

						Partners news

													2 Dec 2019
												The Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree DENSYS is a collaborative two-year (120 ECTs) joint master degree programme with the goal to provide training in the inter-disciplinary fields of Decentralised smart ENergy SYStems.

Decentralised smart energy systems play an increasing role in the...

												
						view more					
					
	
												2nd TeRRIFICA Online Conference “Connecting case studies with future climate...

						Partners news

													6 Sep 2019
												TeRRIFICA is holding its 2nd Online Conference “Connecting case studies with future climate action" on 19 September 2019 from 10.00 to 14.00 CEST.

 Four months after their 1st successful edition, the TeRRIFICA (Territorial Responsible Research and Innovation Fostering Innovative...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Got Energy Talent - MSCA Cofund Postdoctoral Fellowships: second call open...

						Partners news

													10 Apr 2019
												The University of Alcalá (UAH) and the University Rey Juan Carlos (URJC) are pleased to announce that up to twenty one (21) fellowships are available as part of GOT ENERGY TALENT – COFUND Postdoctoral Fellowship programme (GET-COFUND).

Out the 21 fellowships available, UAH will...
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												Douglas Halliday, new Chair of EUA Energy & Environment Platform

						News

													21 Feb 2019
												The EUA Energy & Environment Platform (EUA-EPUE) welcomes a new Chair. The EUA Council has...

												
						view more					
					
	
												Global climate negotiations at COP24: we need to act now

						News

													13 Dec 2018
												The 24th United Nations climate change conference (COP24) took place from 3 to 14 December in Katowice, Poland. It focused on the implementation of the Paris Agreement (2016) and on advancing the Talanoa dialogue, initiated by the Fijian presidency of COP23 in 2017. The urgent need to act at a...

												
						view more					
					
	
													
								
							
												Education and training in smart grids and smart cities at the IEEE...

						Partners news

													10 Oct 2018
												On 28 November 2018, EUA will moderate the Tech Session 6B ‘Education and training in smart...

												
						view more					
					
	
												EUA Energy and Environment Platform: an interactive talk at EUSEW 2018

						News

													14 Jun 2018
												The EUA Energy & Environment Platform participated in an Energy Talk on "Interdisciplinary Education, Training and Research at European Universities” during the EU Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW) on 7 June 2018 in Brussels.

The Energy Talk was delivered by Dr Douglas Halliday, Durham...

												
						view more					
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						The Energy Challenge: Why Policymaking Needs Universities

						Briefing

						22 Feb 2018
																		The European University Association (EUA) and its Energy and Environment Platform (EUA-EPUE)...

												read more						
					
	
													
								
							
												
							
						Energy Research and Education at European Universities

						Report

						1 Dec 2017
																		Energy Research, Innovation and Competitiveness is a Energy Union policy priority. As the European...

												read more						
					
	
																				
																									EUA Webinar: Recent activities in energy - UNI-SET and the University Energy...

												Video

						27 Jan 2016								
												view more
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				Expert voices

					
						The green transition must be part of everything universities do [Op-ed]

						19 Oct 2023
												Commenting on the launch of EUA’s Green Deal roadmap for universities, EUA’s Sergiu-Matei Lucaci...

												read more
					
	
						Promoting education for sustainable development through SDG impact assessment

						10 Jul 2023
												For Anders Ahlbäck, universities must embrace inter- and transdisciplinary education to equip...

												read more
					
	
						Universities, the energy crisis and the cost-cutting trap [Op-ed]

						13 Dec 2022
												With multi-fold increases in energy bills being felt across Europe, is this one crisis too many...

												read more
					
	
						Universities’ key role overlooked in European Green Deal [Op-ed]

						10 Oct 2022
												The culture of interdisciplinarity and co-creation is one of the strongest assets of research and...

												read more
					
	
						A university startup for the green transition: the story of Innofarming in Siegen

						7 Oct 2021
												Promoting and supporting entrepreneurship has become an important issue for universities in recent...

												read more
					
	
						From digital makers to digital takers: universities and the digital transition

						14 Sep 2021
												Universities support Europe’s agenda for digital leadership in their role as digital technology...

												read more
					
	
						The green transition at universities: public procurement as a powerful tool 

						8 Jul 2021
												Higher education institutions in Europe are highly engaged in addressing environmental challenges...

												read more
					
	
						EU university policy needs to support, not direct

						15 Jun 2021
												The European Commission aims at developing a “European strategy for universities” to strengthen...

												read more
					
	
						Higher education for a greener Europe

						27 May 2021
												A new EUA study reveals that higher education institutions in Europe are highly engaged in...

												read more
					
	
						Framing the SDGs within an institutional strategy – the case of Trinity College Dublin

						27 May 2021
												Sustainability is an important issue for universities. At Trinity College Dublin, the current...

												read more
					
	
						The Climate Framework – a response to the climate crisis from Swedish universities

						27 May 2021
												The messages from science are clear: The coming decade will be crucial in combating the climate...

												read more
					
	
						Digital and green transitions: promoting sustainability in higher education

						10 Dec 2020
												The radical digitalisation of higher education due to the Covid-19 crisis offers an opportunity to...

												read more
					
	
						The environmental revolution: a major challenge and opportunity for Europe and its universities

						16 Nov 2020
												As reflected by the European Green Deal, the environmental revolution is likely the main challenge...

												read more
					
	
						The energy challenge: Why Europe’s universities hold the key

						26 Apr 2018
												Universities are uniquely positioned to work with policymakers and industry to shape a sustainable...

												read more
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			Projects

				
										
					UNI-SET

					Mobilising the research, innovation and educational capacities of Europe's universities in the SET-Plan 
					 					The UNI-SET (UNIversities in the SET-Plan) project aims to mobilise European universities to...											
										


					

		

	
	 
		
		
		
			
				
					Events

						
							
								
									COP27 Symposium
								

								Interdisciplinarity for the Net-Zero transition

								
																		03 Nov 2022									
									Webinar
																		Online
																	
							

														
																
															
									In the context of the 2022 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP27), taking place in November in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, research & innovation...
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									The European Green Deal and universities
								

								A vision from the sector

								
																		15 Mar 2022									
									Webinar
																		Online
																	
							

														
																
															
									As universities across Europe reflect on their role in the green transition, as well as its impact on their various missions, EUA organised this online event...
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						Horizon Europe					
				
	
											
						Sustainable Development Goals					
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									Webinar III - University strategies and actions for environmental sustainability
								

								EUA webinar series: Greening in European higher education institutions 

								
																		04 Jun 2021									
									Webinar
																		Online
																	
							

														
																
															
									Friday 4 June 2021, 14.00 to 15.00 CEST
Higher education institutions are important actors in the transition towards carbon neutrality and sustainable...
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									Webinar II - The environmental sustainability of learning and teaching
								

								EUA webinar series: Greening in European higher education institutions 

								
																		03 Jun 2021									
									Webinar
																		Online
																	
							

														
																
															
									3 June 2021, 14.00 to 15.00 CEST
Education is key to achieving an environmentally sustainable society, as it builds awareness and the ability to develop...
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									Webinar I - Environmental sustainability and the future of mobility and internationalisation
								

								EUA webinar series: Greening in European higher education institutions 

								
																		31 May 2021									
									Webinar
																		Online
																	
							

														
																
															
									Higher education institutions are highly internationalised, their staff and students frequently mobile across the EHEA and beyond. Preliminary data from EUA’s...
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									1st Energy & Environment Clustering Event
								

								Energy, environment and us - Circular economy and the role of citizens
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									Conference
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									The first “Energy & Environment Clustering Event”, hosted by Durham Energy Institute at Durham University and facilitated by the EUA Energy &...
											
											
						Energy Policy					
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								European Universities for a Clean Energy Future
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									Conference
																		Université de Lorraine
																	
							

														
																
									 © Université de Lorraine								

																
															
									The EUA Energy and Environment Platform (EUA-EPUE), in collaboration with EIT InnoEnergy, organised a two-day conference on the topic "European...
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								Universities in the Energy Transition: Science & Skills for Renewables Integration
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								Universities in the Energy Transition: Focus on Sustainable Transport and Carbon Capture, Storage & Use
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								Human resources and new knowledge to build the future energy system
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The European University Association is a nonprofit organisation.
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